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The Mission Office of the Dominican Sisters of Mary Im-
maculate Province tries to make a mission trip to Việt Nam 
each year, to share God’s goodness and mercy with those in 
need, through the generosity of benefactors like yourselves. As 
the new director of the Mission Office, I had the privilege to re-
cently spend several weeks in Việt Nam, in response to an inner 
invitation from the Lord, Out into the deep (Lk. 5:4).

I am indebted to the Lord and to our Dominican Congrega-
tion for this life experience. Sister Maria Theresa Kim-Hồng 
Nguyễn, O.P., the Provincial, and I begin our mission journey 
with a pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of La Vang and 
asked for Her intercession for safe travels and to bless those 
whom we will meet. Since we will make over 60 stops, from 
the northern dusty regions of Hà Nội to the southernmost tip of 
Việt Nam in the city of Cà Mau, we not only had to pack lightly, 
but also mentally prepare to adapt with the drastic change of 
weather. By the grace of God, we survived two tropical storms 
while in central Việt Nam. Our three-hour drive from St. An-
thony mission to Raphael mission in Kỳ Anh, Hà Tĩnh, was 
canceled due to high rising water and suspended access to the 
village. Our hearts went out to the children of the Scholarship 
program in Vinh with sincere prayers, nonetheless, and we 
made sure financial assistance were awarded.

Each place we visited, each person, Imago Dei, made in the 
image and likeness of God (Gen. 1:26) that we met, is a living 
story to share; however, spaces are limited here. Please allow 
us to share with you some photos of our joy in serving God’s 
people. Though they experience so much pain and suffering, 
the people in Việt Nam genuinely felt loved through your love 
and generosity manifested by the presence of the Dominican 
Sisters.

Once again, on behalf of all those whom we serve, I thank 
you for the opportunity and I look forward to future collabora-
tions. May God bless you and your loved ones. Let us remain in 
Christ’s love for He has promised whatever you do to the least 
of my brethren, you did it to me (cf. Mt. 25:40).

Sincerely in Christ,

Sr. Magdalene Nguyễn, O.P.
Director of Mission Office 

2019 Mission Trip to Viet Nam
SEPTEMBER 2 - OCTOBER 2

Imago Dei
Dominican Sisters of Mary Immaculate Province Mission Office 
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Dominican Scholarship program 
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The radiant joy on the faces of the recipients (like the young 
lady above of Ea Kar – Đắk Lắk) is priceless.

Recipients of the Dominican Scholarship Program at Diên Sanh 
Parish in Quảng Trị. The program has assisted these students 
for the past two years.

Although these 150 students of Kỳ Anh – Hà Tĩnh were not a part 
of the Scholarship program, but the Mission Office has assisted 
their education since 2016 when their village was affected by 
the Formosa incident resulting in water pollution and damaged 
marine life.

Among the 40 groups participating in our Dominican 
Scholarship Program, we were able to award some 
950 students from grade school to college level. 

Students from 
1st to 5th  grades 

receive $100 USD/year for tuition assistance; 
6th to 9th receive $150 USD/year; 

10th to 12th receive $200 USD/year; 
College students receive $300 USD/year. 

This scholarship only grant one child per family that is 
extremely poor and could not afford minimal public-
school tuition. These children take the opportunity se-
riously and strive their very best to maintain average 
or above average level. They realize that, if they fail to 
dedicate themselves to rigorous study, the scholarship 
will be passed on to others on the waiting list. 

Left page

1. Meetings with the Scholarship program groups can be any 
space available: in a villager’s house (like above at Krông Păk, 
Buôn Mê Thuật). The encounter enables personal contact and 
human relations. Did Jesus Christ not come to us in the flesh?

2. Sr. Maria Theresa, O.P.,  Provincial (center), awarded a schol-
arship to a middle school student at Bình Sơn- Kiên Giang.

3. The Dominican Scholarship Program extends to the Xơ-Đăng 
children of Ea Kar Sar (of the Mon-Khmer linguist group) in the 
Buôn Mê Thuật region.

4. Sr. Magdalene individually greets the recipients.    
               
5. Each student in the program sign to verify that they have re-
ceived their scholarship.                    

6. Sr. Maria Theresa, O.P.,  Provincial handing out scholarships 
along with a little gift to students.

Recipients of the Dominican Scholarship Program at Tân Biên 
- Đồng Nai. 
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With heartfelt gratitude, every student promise to 
strive their very best in their study and will pray for 
those who financially assist  them both in human 
and academic formation. They acknowledge your 
love and your generosity.
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ORPHANS AND  
CHILDREN WITH HIV AIDS

A generous donor spe-
cifically wanted to 

gift the children born 
with HIV at Trung Tâm 
Mai Hòa. Since their 
care givers did not have 
enough time to put to-
gether a care package for 
them, they were given a 
rare field trip to the shop-
ping center to purchase 
whatever they were in 
most need of. Each with 
a monetary gift of $25 
USD, the two girls  picked 
out a new set of clothing 

plus a new pair of tennis 
shoes! These children for 
a whole day, eagerly an-
ticipated the sisters’ visit 
so they can receive their 
gift. What really made 
their experience memo-
rable was the shopping 
trip! For some of us this 
may be a normal activity, 
but for these children, it is 
truly a dream come true.

Girls showing off their new 
pink tennis shoes and ex-
pressing their gratitude.

The Missionaries of Christ Sisters in Bình 
Dương offer a home (Mái Ấm Tình Mẹ) for 

the unwanted. The Sisters provide a “woman 
shelter” and pastoral care for young expectant 
mothers until their child is born.  Trung Tâm Mai 
Hòa is also an orphanage for children born with 
HIV/ AIDS. These HIV/ AIDS children are well 
cared for, but some will never make it into adult-
hood. Their caretakers try to make the children’s 
day to day living as normal as possible. These 
young ones do attend school like any other chil-
dren.

A fifteen 
year-old boy 
suffers HV 
/ AIDS is in 
his last stage 
and hospice 
care. 

The infants and toddlers at Mái Ấm Tình Mẹ naturally cling to Sr. Maria Theresa and Sr. Magdalene. Our hearts were heavy and grieved to see 
these beautiful and innocent souls never had the chance to know and bond with their birth mothers and fathers.
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Sr. Maria Theresa and Sr. Magdalene help a child walk with his knees (bent forward) at Củ Chi 
– Hồ Chí Minh City. 

The children with spe-
cial needs at Thiện 

Phước Nhân Ái in Bình 
Dương and Viện Mồ Côi 
Khuyết Tật – Nguyệt 
Biều Huế, depend totally 
on the care of the sis-
ters and the care givers. 

We also travel on foot 
and motorcycles to 

CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

This four-year-old boy 
(above) born with hy-

drocephalus (buildup of 
cerebrospinal fluid in the 
brain) lives with his par-
ents in Krông Buk – Đăk 
Lắk. He weighs 17 kg 
(around 37 lbs.) yet, his 
head accounts almost half 
of his weight. Normally 
he would not respond 
to visitors, but on that 
very day when the sisters 
visited, he was very de-

lightful and responsive. 
When the Sisters sang to 
him the nursery rhymes 
and children’s songs in 
English, his eyes lighted 
up and his facial expres-
sions were at ease, to his 
parents’ surprise. There 
is no doubt that music 
is a universal language 
and this boy understand 
the genuine love the 
sisters communicated 
with him through songs.

visit approximately 20 in-
dividual families that are 
in dire need. Some of these 
families live in conditions 
utmost deplorable: lacking 
housing, water, and/or other 
necessities. Their needs are 
so vast; we could only do 
our best in whatever means 
available and promise to 
keep them in our prayers.

Sr. Magdalene had a pleasant visit with an 
eight-year-old girl with brittle bone disease 
at Củ Chi – Hồ Chí Minh City. Aside from 
her disabilities, this young girl is quite chat-
ty and enjoys bantering!

Children with brittle bone disease at Thiện Phước Nhân Ái

◄ ◄

◄

◄
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Elderly and patients with leprosy
at  the Bến Sắn village &  the Hòa Vân Village  

1, 2, & 3. Visit with the residents at Bến Sắn 
Village.
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The sisters visited a mother who has been 
taking care of her paralyzed daughter for 
the past four decades and now terminally 
ill husband and displaced grandchildren. 
There is little doubt that such circum-
stances have taken a toll on her health. 
By simply being present and listening to 
her story, the sisters cannot help but feel 
her pain and suffering and silently offered 
her to the Lord in prayer. The Lord hears 
the cry of the poor.

Seventy-five families with patients of leprosy 
at Làng Hòa Vân Village received a 25 lbs. 
bag of rice, a box of instant noodles, oil, fish 
sauce, and sugar. 

◄

◄"It is a kingly act to 
assist the fallen."

Mother Teresa

We visited two leprosy villag-
es: Bến Sắn in Bình Dương 

and Làng Hòa Vân in Đà Nẵng. 
We can say the joy of such encoun-
ter is mutual. We look forward to 
visiting while they anticipated our 
annual visit. This year, Sr. Maria 
Theresa Kim-Hong Nguyen, O.P. 
and Sr. Magdalene Nguyen, O.P. 
helped cooked bánh xèo (Vietnam-
ese tacos) for over 600 members 
at the Bến Sắn. This is a special 
meal that the Sisters provide yearly 
upon their request of a traditional 
dish that they crave but cannot af-
ford. Last year they had bún bò 

Huế (spicy beef noodle soup), and 
the year before that they had heo 
quay and bánh hỏi (crispy pork and 
angel hair vermicelli noodle). Our 
relationships continue to flourish, 
and we look forward to future vis-
its. However upon our return vis-
its, some of our friends have gone 
home to the Lord. Tears may roll 
down our cheeks, but our faith re-
minds us that our friends had suf-
fered much and now they are with 
the Lord so we must rejoice and ask 
them to pray for us so that, one day 
we may join them in God’s eternal 
glory.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION FORM

Name: .....................................................................................................................................................................................

Address: ..............................................................................City: .............................................State & Zip: .........................

Telephone: .................................................................Gift amount: .......................... (your contribution is tax deductible)

Please make check payable to:
DOMINICAN MISSIONS

Mary Immaculate Province
5250 Gasmer Drive * Houston, TX 77035

Tel: 713-723-8250

Thank 
you 

for brightening up their world.

"Together we can do great things."
Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta
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School age children at the Missionaries of Christ’s orphanage received school supplies and a tuition scholarship.


